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PROGRAM SUMMARIES by TRACK 
 

Collaborative Justice Program Community Partners: Leading the Way! 
 

DRAFT – SUMMARIES OF SESSIONS OFFERED 
 

  

Adult Drug Court   
 

Cultivating Law 
Enforcement 
Support in Felony 
Drug Court  
 

The utilization of law enforcement in an adult drug court builds a stronger program.  
Audience members will learn about the important role that law enforcement serves in 
providing home visits, on-site drug testing, compliance checks, telephonic arrest warrants, 
and case management outside of the court and therapeutic setting.  For courts where 
probation officers are not utilized, the goal is to integrate at least one officer from each of 
the law enforcement agencies that serve the drug court community and to assist them in 
becoming a stakeholder in the drug court process. 
 

Treatment of 
African-American 
Males in Drug 
Court  

Drug court teams must be cognizant of cultural factors that impact substance abusing 
young African-American males in the criminal justice system. Practitioners who work with 
this population must be culturally proficient to be effective. Participants will learn about 
methods and approaches that increase cultural proficiency in treatment settings with young 
African-American male clients. Exercises will cover topics such as effectively managing 
trauma and dealing with resistance. 
 

Neuro-Nutrition 
101: Eliminating 
Cravings for 
Alcohol, Drugs, 
and Food   

What clients eat and the supplements they take can dramatically decrease their 
vulnerability to relapse. In this workshop, attendees will learn to recognize how pro-
recovery nutrients correct neurotransmitter deficits in the addictive brain, understand the 
critical importance of a pro-recovery diet for health, mood, and weight regulation and 
integrate nutrition education into a comprehensive recovery program. 

Meeting the Needs 
of Veterans  
 

Forthcoming 

The Prop 36 - 
Drug Court 
Interface  

Forthcoming 

 
Effective 
Practices for 
Latinos/Latinas in 
Drug Court  
 

Learn cultural considerations and “best practices” for working with Latinos and Latinas in 
your drug court programs. Learn how cultural and gender differences impact effective 
handling of drug court participants. 

Drug Court 
Implementation in 
Baja California  

This presentation provides an update on the status of the state-sponsored, drug court 
movement in Baja California.  The program in Tijuana, Mexico has been operational since 
2006 and targets public intoxication offenses. 
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Dependency Drug Court   
 

Women's Unique 
Treatment Issues 

in a Treatment 
Court Setting 

  

Women in treatment courts have special needs which, if not addressed, limit their ability to 
be successful.  Workshop participants will be able to identify such needs as childcare, 
relationship issues, PTSD, violence, grief and can tailor their dependency court program to 
address them.  This workshop is also appropriate for drug court clients to attend. 

Dependency Drug 
Court: A 

Collaborative 
Approach for 
Mothers and 
Newborns 

  

A multidisciplinary discussion of the dependency drug court model utilized in Ventura County 
will be presented.  Panel members from child welfare, employment services, public health 
and behavioral health will outline the utilization of strength-based services for families 
participating in residential and outpatient treatment.  Time will be given to discuss how this 
protocol can be developed in your county. 

 
Effects of Drug 

Abuse & Domestic 
Violence on 

Children Whose 
Parents are 

Addicts 
  

This workshop discusses the effects of drug abuse and domestic violence on children whose 
parents are addicts.  Faculty will describe how this environment affects children, their 
behavioral responses, academic abilities and the consequences for our communities. 
Presenters will examine statistics and trends. 

 

Meth Moms with 
Infants and 
Toddlers 

  

The methamphetamine epidemic is becoming a national problem. This workshop focuses on 
women's reluctance to seek treatment and other related issues such as trauma, high-risk 
relationships, the possibility of losing custody of their children, limited employment and lack 
of self-sufficiency. Issues of race, ethnicity and gender will be included in the discussion. 

Engaging and 
Retaining 

Participants in 
Treatment 

  

This workshop is designed for all drug court team members to understand the components 
necessary to build a successful program.  Success is defined as the ability to engage clients 
through immediate connection, making the program a safe and welcoming place, retaining 
clients by challenging them, and building success through support.  
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DUI Court 

 
DUI Courts using 
the Collaborative 

Justice Court 
Model 

  

This workshop describes how to build and operate a DUI Court using the collaborative 
justice court model. It includes the development and maintenance of the DUI court team 
for an efficient and successful DUI court operation 

 
Treatment and 

Clinical 
Assessment in 

DUI Courts 
  

This workshop provides information on  effective treatment and clinical assessment of 
clients in DUI courts. 

Supervision and 
Monitoring in DUI 

Courts 
  

This presentation focuses on the critical need for community supervision and monitoring in 
DUI courts.   Community supervision is even more important for DUI court participants.  
The social acceptance of consuming alcohol increases the difficulty of abstinence in the 
minds of many participants.  Learn how you can support recovery, protect public safety, 
and monitor the use of anti-craving drugs.  This presentation contains photos and videos 
of searches by DUI court officers, allowing attendees to see why this is such a critical 
issue.  
 

How to Bring DUI 
Court Principles 
into the Whole 
Drunk Driving 

Court Calendar 
  

Learn the principles of effective behavior modification principles with DUI offenders and 
how to apply these principles in the regular DUI calendar as well as the DUI court 
program. Learn the overall DUI court philosophy as well as the details. 

Real Time DUIs in 
the Schools 

  

Teens are at much greater risk of being involved in a DUI-related motor vehicle crash than 
older drivers.  This session discusses how courts can bring live adult DUI trials, sentencing 
or Courage-to-Live programs to middle and high school students.  These programs are 
designed to show teens the consequences of driving while under the influence of legal or 
illegal drugs. 

Utilizing Peer 
Courts to Prevent 

Teen DUI 
  

What is a peer court and are all peer courts the same?  How are these courts being 
utilized to help prevent DUI among youth?  Each court will discuss how the DUI Prevention 
Strategies curriculum is being adapted to meet the individual needs of their community.  
The evaluator for the DUI Prevention Strategies project will review the evaluation process, 
current data collection, and how to determine best practices. 
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Emerging Treatment Court   
 

Los Angeles Re-Entry 
Courts for Women 

The California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation currently houses 
approximately 173,000 inmates in a space designed for 100,000. The female prison 
population has increased 1,522% from 1977-2004. This workshop examines who the 
women are who are sent to prison, explores best practices for treating them, and 
discusses the innovative Second Chance Women’s Re-Entry Court in Los Angeles. 

San Francisco Re-Entry 
Court 

How can drug courts improve their effectiveness by replicating promising reentry 
services? In San Francisco, innovative and effective programs, policies, and partnerships 
to support safe and successful reentry have emerged. All of these reentry-focused efforts 
can be replicated in other jurisdictions. Come to this workshop to obtain practical advice 
and operational know-how that is transferable to your community. In this workshop, we 
will cover the areas of employment, housing, and clearing criminal records. We will 
explore strategies on how to successfully organize stakeholders, build public-private 
partnerships, and forge alliances across the criminal justice system. 

Elder Courts 

This session focuses on one of the fastest emerging trends in collaborative courts - 
responding to the needs of abused elders.  Panel members will discuss the outcomes 
and products developed in Phase I of the California Elder Abuse Project including the 
new elder abuse curriculum. Participants will have an opportunity to learn about the 
needs and concerns of the elderly who appear in criminal, civil, family, domestic violence, 
and probate court where elders or their caregivers seek the court’s protection through 
restraining orders or conservatorships. 
 

Implementing & 
Securing Resources for 

Homeless Courts 

Many California communities are experiencing a rise in homelessness and populations 
that are increasingly transient and hard to reach. As a result, communities are 
responding by developing innovative homeless court outreach programs. Homeless 
courts are special court sessions held in a local shelter or other community sites 
designed for homeless citizens to resolve outstanding misdemeanor criminal warrants. 
This session will focus on the “how’s” of homeless courts: how to start, how to build 
necessary collaborative relationships, how to manage the cases, and how to support 
sustainability. 
 

Community Courts: 
Going to Scale with 

Collaborative/Treatment 
Court Models 

Community courts are neighborhood-focused courts that attempt to harness the power 
of the justice system to address local problems such as low level offending and “quality 
of life” crime. They focus on creative partnerships and problem solving to link the 
mentally ill, homeless and chemically addicted to needed services, while at the same 
time performing restitution projects in the neighborhoods where crime is committed. 
They strive to create new relationships, both within the justice system and with outside 
stakeholders such as residents, merchants, churches and schools. This session will 
focus on a variety of community court models, hearing from representatives of a well-
established citywide community court (Hartford, Connecticut), one in the pilot phase 
(San Francisco) and a community court that, when it opens in the fall, will serve as an 
umbrella for all of the local collaborative courts (Santa Ana). 

 

From Parking Tickets to 
Felonies: Complex 
Issues in Homeless 

Courts 

As homeless courts become more common and take on more complex cases, the 
issues related to serving an often mobile and/or transient population become more 
complex. This session will focus on issues related to inter-jurisdictional referrals and 
other issues of interest to the established homeless court community and 
practitioners.  
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            Juvenile Collaborative Justice Court   

 
Understanding the 
Larger Context of 

Adolescent Lives –  
 

Part One & Two 
  
  

Learn to design juvenile drug court programs that respond to the multiple stressors and 
larger context facing adolescents in your community. Family, employment, 
neighborhood, housing, and educational opportunities are some of the factors to be 
addressed. 

Co-Occurring 
Disorders & 

Integrated Mental 
Health AODP 
Services for 

Juvenile Drug Court 
Participants 

  

Over half of youth engaged in drug court have both substance use and 
behavioral/mental health challenges. While many of them do not necessarily meet DSM-
IV’s criteria for either disorder,   proper intervention can prevent full blown substance 
use or mental health disorders. Integrating mental health and substance abuse 
treatment into a juvenile drug court program enables a youth to benefit from early 
intervention and/or prevention - both of which can decrease future court involvement. 

Serving At-Risk 
Children of 

Incarcerated 
Parents 

  

Children with an incarcerated parent are prone to engage in at-risk behavior(s) and drug 
addiction. This session explores models for serving youth from the perspective of youth 
– several of  whom designed a resource guide for service providers working with 
children with incarcerated parents. 

Transitional Age 
Youth (14-25) and 
Mental Illness  
  

During this session, Dr. Clayton Chau will explore the impact of mental illness on 
adolescents and transitional age youth.  He addresses the barriers encountered in 
diagnosing and treating mental illness in this vulnerable population and strategies for 
successfully preparing young people for transition to adulthood, adult responsibilities 
and self-care. 
 

In Their Own Voice: 
San Francisco and 
San Diego Youth 

Panel 
  

The participants from the San Francisco Juvenile Drug Court and the San Diego 
Juvenile Drug Court will discuss their experiences with their respective drug court 
programs. The discussion will address the implications of sanctions, incentives, school 
issues, relapse, program compliance and non- compliance. 
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Mental Health and Co-Occurring Court   
 

 
 Whatever It 
Takes:  Using 
Evidence-Based 
Treatment 
Practices and 
Recovery 
Principles in  San 
Francisco’s Mental 
Health Court 
 
  

This panel discussion will give an overview of the following evidence-based practices in 
the context of a Forensic Assertive Community Treatment (FACT) program:  Supported 
Employment; Illness Management and Recovery; Integrated Treatment for Co-Occurring 
Mental Health and Substance Abuse Disorders; Housing Programs; and Trauma-Informed 
Treatment.  Panel members representing the Citywide Case Management Forensic 
Program will discuss their experience of applying recovery principles and consumer 
participation through the use of clinical examples, description of services and an overview 
of initial outcomes for participants in San Francisco’s Behavioral Health Court. 

 
Learning the 

Basics: How to 
Start a Mental 

Health Court in 
Your 

Community 
 

Part One & Two 
 

(Two Sessions) 
  

This workshop gives you a nuts and bolts overview of how to start a mental health court in 
your community. San Francisco’s Behavioral Health Court (BHC) team members will 
describe the importance of community collaboration, sustainability, media attention, and 
data collection – only some of the factors that have contributed to the program’s national 
recognition and award winning success. 

 
Trauma Informed 

Responses 
 

Part One & Two 
 

(Two Sessions) 
 

This session provides participants with an overview of the psychological and 
neurobiological effects of trauma in the lives of individuals in our care. Behind Closed 
Doors, a film of women trauma survivors in the system will be viewed.  Ideas for treatment 
including self regulation and peer support will be presented. 
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Of Interest to All Courts   
 

Fundamentals of Drug 
Court – 

 Part 1 and 2 
  

National Drug Court Institute faculty will address the "Ten Key Components" of 
collaborative justice courts, core competencies for team members and ethics and 
confidentiality. 
 

Truth in Drug Testing 
 
 
 
 

Many in the criminal justice system are moving toward zero tolerance programs. An 
effective drug testing process can provide invaluable information and deterrence. This 
workshop will focus on how to maximize the yield in your drug testing program. San 
Mateo County Probation uses a rapid result test on a random basis with a focus on 
admissions.  The judicious use of a SAMHSA certified lab for confirmations provides 
results reported at lower, aggressive levels. This makes it far more difficult for clients 
under supervision to use drugs and circumvent detection.  

Working with 12-step 
Fellowships and the 
impact of Inouye v. 

Kemna – Limitations 
on Court-ordered NA 

or AA Meetings  
  

This workshop will discuss issues that arise in sending participants to 12-step 
fellowships, including verifying attendance, sponsorship, step work and entanglement 
between the court and the fellowship.  Special attention will be given to the recent 9th 
Circuit case holding that AA and NA are religious in nature.   

Sanctions & 
Incentives 

  

Research on human behavior provides a roadmap for behavior change.  This session 
outlines the research done on motivation and behavior change over the last sixty 
years, and how that research can be incorporated into your drug court's incentives and 
sanctions practices. 
 

Relapse Prevention 
  

Understand the dynamics of relapse prevention before you take that first drink or drug.  
Learn the importance of informing family members to look for particular behaviors and 
to understand trigger points. This workshop will address realistic solutions for clients 
and families.  
 

Are You Serving the 
Right People? 

  

Learn the latest research on research supported, evidence-based practices and 
policies to effectively select and work with drug offenders as participants in your 
collaborative justice court programs 
 

Breakout by Roles 
  

Collaborative justice court team members can meet with their professional 
counterparts.  These breakout sessions will be a chance for judges, prosecutors, 
defense counsel, treatment, law enforcement & probation and coordinators to network 
and discuss common issues and concerns.   
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Plenary Session Summaries 

News from 
the 

National Institute on 
Drug Abuse 

 

Dr. Timothy Condon, Deputy Director of the National Institute on Drug Abuse 
(NIDA), a component of the National Institutes of Health serves as Director of the 
Institute's Office of Science Policy and Communications. Using science as the 
vehicle, Dr. Condon is committed to changing the public's perception of drug abuse 
and addiction. Dr. Condon has implemented a massive outreach campaign that drug 
abuse is a preventable behavior and drug addiction is a brain disease treatable as a 
health problem. 
 

Trauma from Different 
Perspectives 

 Dr Brian Sims will provide an overview of trauma and why it is so critical to 
address. Speaking from real experiences, Detective John Lee and Ms. Tonier 
Cain will discuss their long history with one another. Detective Lee arrested Ms. 
Cain numerous times and spent years watching her unravel through severe 
substance use and homelessness. Sharing the podium rather than a police car, their 
compelling story of such different roles but such caring and compassion will give us 
all hope and encouragement. 
 

National Perspective 
from NADCP 

 

West Huddleston, III, CEO of the National Association of Drug Court Professionals 
will address this pivotal time in our nation's history. He will describe current funding 
issues and the economic climate, the rising toll of substance abuse and addiction 
and the role collaborative justice plays in addressing issues of critical importance in 
California. 
 

Expand Drug Courts 
through Public-Private 

Partnerships 

General Barry McCaffrey former Director of the Office of National Drug Control 
Policy (ONDCP) under President Bill Clinton is a leading authority on the national 
funding of drug courts.   He will address his commitment to increase drug courts 
throughout the United States, with the goal of having a drug court in every county. 

Youth Education and 
Treatment Court 

Performance 

Young adult graduates of San Francisco’s Youth Treatment and Education Court 
will address the needs of adolescents and young adults in a performance based 
presentation.  

Hot Topics in 
Collaborative Court 

Programs 

A panel of subject matter experts will address issues of state and national interest. 
Questions will be sought from conference participants.  

Substance Abuse, a 
Soul’s Cry 

 

To solve societal problems we often engage in supply side analysis. We attempt to 
stop problems from manifesting by cutting off their supply. However, a persistent 
demand will always produce new means of supply. Reverend Deborah Johnson 
will explore the soul crisis that fuels the demand for excessive drug use. 

 
 


